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from a lethargy that must end in his inevitable ruin. Steele
received the letter with his wonted good humour and gaiety,
and met his friend as usual.

"When we consider the careless and extravagant temper of
Sir Eichard Steele, it will be no difficult thing to conceive
that Addison's conduct was dictated by the kindest motives ;
and that the step, apparently so severe, was designed to
awaken kimaif possible, to a sense of the impropriety of his
mode and Ja^Bits of life. Unhappily for Steele, the correction
administered by his friend, in this as in other seasons, was
too little regarded; for Steele persevered in those irregu-
larities which ultimately produced his ruin.

STEELE's IMPBOVIDEKCE.

THE following are two memorable examples of Steele's ex-
pense and improvidence, whilst they at the same time show
his natural turn for humour under all circumstances.

Steele one day invite,d several persons of rank and quality
to dine at his house. The company were surprised to see the
number of footmen which surrounded the table. After din-
ner, when wine and lively conversation had dispelled cere-
mony and restraint, a nobleman asked the knight how so
large and expensive a train of servants accorded with his for-
tune? Sir Eichard very ingenuously confessed they were
fellows of whom he would very willingly be rid. Being asked
why then he did not discharge them, he declared that they
were bailiffs, who had introduced themselves with an execu-
tion, and whom, since he could not send them away, he had
thought it convenient to embellish with liveries, that they
might do him honour whilst they staid. His friends were
diverted with the expedient, and by paying the debt dis-
charged him from this encumbrance,-having first obtained a
promise from Sir Eichard that they should not find him
again graced with such a retinue.

Steele had at one time formed a project of converting
part of his house into a sort of a theatre, for reciting pas-
sages from the most approved authors, ancient and modern.
He had, as usual, never considered whether he could derive
any advantage from the execution of that project, or whe-
ther his finances would bear the expense. A splendid
theatre was constructed, arid finished under his direction.